Dear HAPL Members, 

I hope each of you have managed well since Hurricane Ike hit Houston two weeks ago.  It was nice to hear from several other local landmen associations asking if there was anything they could do to help HAPL and it members.  If you have any specific needs please let us know.  

I want to report back to you on the licensing issue for Texas landmen.  AAPL's Board of Directors met September 14th in Alaska.  While most of us were in Houston facing hurricane Ike, our dedicated AAPL Director, Brad Posey, was attending the AAPL meeting.  At the meeting a motion to continue the preparation for licensing landmen in Texas was passed.  To view a copy of that motion, click on this link to Licensing Motion As Passed.  On December 7, 2008, the AAPL Board of Directors will meet in Savannah, Georgia in part to vote on this issue.  Marshall Lochausen, AAPL President, says AAPL will then choose one of the following outcomes:

  1.  Agreement to pursue passage of the draft bill as presented.

  2.  Agreement to pursue passage of the draft bill as amended.

  3.  Agreement on the bill (as presented or as amended) but a decision to hold it as a defense in the case of a licensing attempt by others.

  4.  A decision to drop the issue and continue to play defense as necessary

HAPL wants all of its members to be up to speed on the issue at hand.  HAPL hosted a debate on this issue at its Technical Workshop in April.  Two of HAPL's past presidents debated this issue in a public forum.  Bill Haddock, our IT Committee Chairman, is currently working to post a link to this video on our website (www. hapl.org).  You'll be advised when that video is available.   In addition, DAPL (Dallas) has invited us to view a text version of a pro and con debate on their website.  

Further, we are providing links to the following related documents to further educate our membership on this very important issue:

  • Licensing Benefits & Detriments

  • 2008 Licensing Task Force Report & Recommendations

  • 1991 Licensing Study

As you can see based on the AAPL motion, AAPL has placed this initiative on a fast track in an effort to be ready for the convening of the January 2009 Texas Legislature.  Therefore, HAPL feels it is imperative to determine our member's wishes on this matter.  It is important to all landmen working this great state of Texas.  To get your input, we're encouraging all members to participate in a survey on this issue.  Please take a few minutes to complete our online survey by clicking on the link below.  We would appreciate your response before October 15th.  We respect your privacy, therefore please know that only the overall compilation of the results will be shared with those not on the HAPL Board of Directors. 

Online Member Survey

I know this is a lot of information to digest.  However, I can't overstate the importance and implications of this issue.  Regardless of your position on licensing, the ultimate outcome will affect ALL LANDMAN WORKING IN TEXAS.  It is important we hear from our membership.  That means you!  Please use the survey to voice your desires.

Thank you for your time and attention.

T. Grant Johnson

HAPL President
September 30, 2008

