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Welcome to Spring 2026
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https://www.instagram
.com/reel/DV8tcAhEu
5r/?igsh=ZjZ4dW0wa
Ws5Z3l6
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On Oil Prices, The 
Narrative Shifts to 
‘Higher for Longer’

By David Blackmon | March 24, 2026

Blackmon.Substack.com 
$8/month – great deal!

Who Knows…
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What gets us out of bed 
each morning? 

Hope…
6
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…and a cup 
of coffee!
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“You know, farming looks mighty easy when your plow 
is a pencil and you are a thousand miles from the 
cornfield.”

DWIGHT EISENHOWER

USA Energy Workers LLC thanks members of the 
Houston Association of Professional Landmen for 
serving on the frontlines.
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Our world has 
changed . . . but 
the Oil and Gas 
Industry still has 
a long runway
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There is No Energy Transition 
Happening 

By David Blackmon | February 3, 2026

Blackmon.Substack.com 
$8/month – great deal!
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IEA – Key Takeaways:
1) The United States is an oil and natural gas-based economy, while China is a 

coal-based country.

2) These much-demonized “fossil fuels” provide the backbones for the two 
superpowers’ energy security, and thus their national security.

3) Boosters of wind and solar can rave all they like about the major investments 
in “renewables” China has made in recent years, but the simple fact is that 
China is a coal nation and is likely to remain a coal nation for the foreseeable 
future.

4) The same is true in the US, which will remain an oil and gas nation long into 
the future. Why?
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….wind and solar lack the energy density 
required to displace natural gas or coal in 
power generation, and EVs remain too beset 
by structural limitations to displace internal 
combustion cars at scale.

Because …..
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As US Energy Sec. Chris Wright pointed out recently that oil, natural gas, and coal 
supply the same percentage of global primary energy today that they provided 30 
years ago, roughly 80%.

Despite the profligate waste of trillions of dollars in wind, solar, and EV subsidies 
across those three decades, the mix remains the same.

The safest energy bet of all? 30 years from today, that mix will still be essentially 
unchanged, because energy density and raw economics are stubborn things.

There is no energy transition happening for one simple reason: The world needs real, 
abundant, reliable forms of energy. 

C’est pas fini
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From a very informed energy policy voice! 

15
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February 20, 2026
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Excerpt from article: 
bp has stopped 18 early-stage hydrogen 
projects as it focuses on high returns
Just last week, BP revealed it would 
increase its oil and gas investments by 
about 30% to $10bn a year while cutting 
planned renewables funding by over $5bn, 
adopting a “disciplined investment” in 
green energy.
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BP: is reversing its “Beyond Petroleum” strategy, slashing over $5 billion in planned renewable 
investments, cutting jobs in its hydrogen team, and reversing its 2030 target for oil/gas 
reduction from 40% to 25%.

Shell: The company is reducing its investment in renewable energy, focusing instead on 
scaling back low-carbon initiatives to maximize profits from oil and gas.

Equinor: Significantly reduced its ambitious renewable target and halved its planned low-
carbon investments from roughly $10 billion to $5 billion per year.

TotalEnergies:  While maintaining some green initiatives, the company reduced its low-carbon 
investment budget to focus more heavily on oil and gas.

ExxonMobil: Known for minimal investments in wind and solar, the company confirmed its 
focus on traditional, high-return fossil fuels over renewable projects.
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Pushing back on renewables and 
energy transition?

19
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Major 
Shipping 
Company Says 
No More EVs
By David Blackmon | July 22, 2025

Blackmon.Substack.com 
$8/month – great deal!
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Stellantis Writes 
Down $26B on EVs, 
Shifts To “Freedom of 
Choice.”
By Robert Bryce| February 7, 2026



Copyright ©2026 All Rights Reserved. Scott A. Angelle  |  usaenergyworkers.com

Global banks Increase Fossil-
Fuel Funding as Climate 
Pledges Crumble

By Elena Vardon | June 17, 2025
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Exxon sees Natural Gas 
Demand Surging in 
Outlook to 2050

By Sheila Dang | August 18, 2025
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EXCERPTS FROM ARTICLE: 

IEA: The World Needs Upstream Oil and Gas Investment

By Charles Kennedy - Mar 11, 2025, 9:30 AM CDT

The IEA famously said in 2021 that no investments in new oil and gas fields are needed if the world has a chance to reach net-zero 

emissions by 2050.

The Paris-based agency has repeatedly said since 2021 that the world not need any new long lead-time conventional 

oil and gas projects or coal mines approved after 2023 as the surge in clean energy deployment could lead to peak 

fossil fuel demand this decade.

At CERAWeek, the IEA’s Birol said “I want to make it clear ... there would be a need for investment, especially to 

address the decline in the existing fields.”

“There is a need for oil and gas upstream investments, full stop,” Birol added

IEA: The World Needs Upstream Oil and 
Gas Investment
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The World Needs 
More Oil, and Lots of it
By David Blackmon | February 6, 2026

Blackmon.Substack.com 
$8/month – great deal!



American Energy Policy
We’ve gone from a

“2021 All of Government War”
to a

 “2025 All of Government Support!”
More to Come in 2026! 

|  Copyright ©2025 All rights reserved.  Angelle Partners, LLC
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Evidence of an 
American Energy 

“Policy” Shift from
Defense to Offense! 
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February 14, 2026
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(b) In addition to the Chair and the Vice Chair, the 
Council shall consist of the following members:
(i) the Secretary of State;
(ii) the Secretary of the Treasury;
(iii)  the Secretary of Defense;
(iv)  the Attorney General;
(v) the Secretary of Agriculture;
(vi) the Secretary of Commerce;
(vii)  the Secretary of Transportation;
(viii) the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency;

(ix) the Director of the Office of Management and Budget;
(x) the United States Trade Representative;
(xi)  the Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy;
(xii) the Assistant to the President for Economic Policy;
(xiii) the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs;
(xiv) the Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy;
(xv)  the Chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality;
(xvi)  the Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers;
(xvii)  the Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy; and
(xviii) the heads of such other executive departments and agencies 
(agencies) as the President may, from time to time, designate.

Membership. (a)  The Secretary of the Interior shall serve as Chair of the 
Council.  The Secretary of Energy shall serve as Vice Chair of the Council.

NATIONAL ENERGY DOMINANCE COUNCIL
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(i)  advise the President on how best to exercise his authority to produce more energy to make 
America energy dominant;

(ii) advise the President on improving the processes for permitting, production, generation, 
distribution, regulation, transportation, and export of all forms of American energy, including critical 
minerals;

(iii) provide to the President a recommended National Energy Dominance Strategy to produce more 
energy that includes long-range goals for achieving energy dominance by cutting red tape, enhancing 
private sector investments across all sectors of the energy-producing economy, focusing on 
innovation, and seeking to eliminate longstanding, but unnecessary, regulation;

(iv) advise and assist the President in facilitating cooperation among the Federal Government and 
domestic private sector energy partners;

NATIONAL ENERGY DOMINANCE COUNCIL - Functions
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EPA announces the plan to attempt 30 deregulatory rollbacks
This week, EPA announced that it was reviewing 30 different marque regulatory measures the Biden and 
Obama Administrations entire climate platform was built upon, including:

•Emissions limits on power plants

•Greenhouse gas regulations for cars and trucks

•Mandatory greenhouse gas reporting for large oil and gas operations

•Methane regulations for oil and gas operations

• But maybe the biggest potential rollback is EPA’s announcement that it will review the 
“endangerment finding.”

Washington Update From 
the U.S. Oil & Gas 
Association - 3.16.2025

It’s happening!
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Zeldin Ready to Go 
After Obama EPA 
Endangerment Finding 
on CO2

By David Blackmon | July 24, 2025

Blackmon.Substack.com 
$8/month – great deal!
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Trump set to repeal 

landmark climate finding in 

huge regulatory rollback 

this week
February 9, 2026
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February 10, 2026
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Endangerment 
Finding Rescission 
Ends a Series of Legal 
Perversions

By David Blackmon | February 14, 2026

Blackmon.Substack.com 
$8/month – great deal!
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Policy Implementation! It’s happening!

February 2025
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Rescinding Public 
Lands Rule???

Restoring Balance!!!

27
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One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
OBBB Act

1. Mandates increased oil and gas leasing on public lands and reduces royalties paid by the petroleum industry.

a) Offshore Royalties: The bill lowers offshore oil and gas royalty rates from a range of 16.66% to 18.75% to 12.5% to 16.66%, aligning 
rates with historical levels that encouraged investment. This reduction applies to new leases in the Gulf of America and other offshore 
areas, easing financial burdens on operators in high cost deepwater projects.

b) Onshore Royalties: Onshore royalty rates are cut from 16.66% to 12.5% for federal land leases, significantly reducing costs for 
producers where federal lands dominate.

c) Methane Royalties: The measure eliminates royalties on extracted methane, introduced in the 2022 climate law to penalize fugitive 
emissions.

d) Impact: Lower royalty rates enhance profit margins, making federal leases more attractive and encouraging investment in exploration 
and production, offsetting potential regulatory challenges that add additional burden to the cost of doing business. The methane 
royalty repeal saves operators millions annually, allowing reinvestment in efficiency or new wells. These changes could boost 
production volumes.

2. Clean energy incentives: Phases out or ends various tax credits related to clean energy, electric vehicles, and home 
efficiency, which were originally part of the Inflation Reduction Act.

Signed into law on July 4, 2025.  The OBBB Act contains many provisions 

related to taxes, spending, immigration, healthcare, and ENERGY!
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Executive Order 13795
April 28, 2017

Implementing an America First Offshore Energy Strategy
"It shall be the policy of the United States to encourage energy 
exploration and production, including on the Outer Continental Shelf, 
in order to maintain the Nation's position as a global energy leader 
and foster energy security and resilience for the benefit of the 
American people, while ensuring that any such activity is safe and 
environmentally responsible."

Policy Matters!

40

9 years ago
Energy Roller Coaster!



Copyright ©2026 All Rights Reserved. Scott A. Angelle  |  usaenergyworkers.com

Executive Order
JANUARY 27, 2021
The order directs the Secretary of the Interior to pause on entering into new oil and 
natural gas leases on public lands or offshore waters to the extent possible, launch a 
rigorous review of all existing leasing and permitting practices related to fossil fuel 
development on public lands and waters, and identify steps that can be taken to 
double renewable energy production from offshore wind by 2030. The order does not 
restrict energy activities on lands that the United States holds in trust for Tribes. The 
Secretary of the Interior will continue to consult with Tribes regarding the 
development and management of renewable and conventional energy resources, in 
conformance with the U.S. government’s trust responsibilities.

Policy Matters!
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5 years ago

Energy Roller Coaster!
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National Energy Emergency |Executive Order 1/20/2025
“The integrity and expansion of our Nation’s energy infrastructure — from coast to coast — is an immediate 
and pressing priority for the protection of the United States’ national and economic security.”  

Sec. 1. The Emergency Declaration defines “energy” as specifically including crude oil and natural gas.  Sec. 
8(a). “The heads of executive departments and agencies (“agencies”) shall identify and exercise any lawful 
emergency authorities available to them, as well as all other lawful authorities they may possess, to facilitate 
the identification, leasing, siting, production, transportation, refining, and generation of domestic energy 
resources, including, but not limited to, on Federal lands.”  

Policy Matters!

42

Sec. 2(a). “To facilitate the Nation’s energy supply, agencies shall identify and use all relevant lawful emergency 
and other authorities available to them to expedite the completion of all authorized . . .  energy . . . projects 
that are within the identified authority of each of the Secretaries to perform or to advance.” 

Energy Roller Coaster!
1 year ago!
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Secretarial Order 3417
Addressing the National Energy Emergency
The order requires Interior to immediately identify all emergency and legal authorities available to 
facilitate the identification, permitting, leasing, development, production, transportation, refining, 
distribution, exporting, and generation of domestic energy resources and critical minerals. It also 
requires identification of all emergency and other legal authorities available to expedite the 
completion of all authorized and appropriate infrastructure, energy, environmental, and natural 
resources projects.

Policy Matters!

43

Energy Roller Coaster!
a year ago!
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Secretarial Order 3418
Unleashing American Energy
Secretarial Order 3418, Unleashing American Energy, initiating a 
review of all agency actions that potentially burden the 
development of domestic energy resources.

Policy Matters!

44

Offshore Roller Coaster! a year ago!
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Standardizing Permitting and 
Expediting Economic Development 

 SPEED ACT 
1. Amends the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) to address statutory flaws that have resulted in lengthy 

timelines and increased frivolous litigation. 

2. This legislation simplifies the analysis required in NEPA documents so that agencies are not bogged down studying never-
ending topics without ever reaching a conclusion. 

3. The bill clarifies when NEPA is triggered by focusing the definition of “Major Federal Action.” 

4. The bill establishes judicial review limitations for NEPA claims, including a 150-day deadline for filing claims, a new standard 
of review, and the elimination of vacatur and injunction as remedies available to courts. 

5. The bill would create certainty in the permitting process and spur domestic investment in critical infrastructure, energy, and 
conservation projects.
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Permitting Reform Legislation

SPEED Act: Not a Magic Bullet, 
But a Very Good Start
By David Blackmon | December 22, 2025

Thank you NOIA for your leadership!
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National Environmental Policy Act 
NEPA Reform

Limited scope of review: The review process is narrowed to focus only on effects that are "reasonably foreseeable" 
and have a close causal relationship to the proposed action. This omits the prior consideration of "cumulative" and 
"indirect" effects and reflects the May 2025 Supreme Court ruling in Seven County Infrastructure Coalition v. Eagle 
County.

Expansion of categorical exclusions: The use of "categorical exclusions" (CatEx) for projects with minimal 
environmental impact has been streamlined and expanded. Agencies can also more easily adopt another agency's 
CatEx for similar projects.

Modified public involvement: Several agencies have limited guaranteed public comment opportunities and agencies' 
obligations to respond to comments.

No environmental justice analysis: Guidance from CEQ now states that NEPA documents "should not" include an 
environmental justice analysis, following the revocation of previous executive orders.

The new NEPA procedures issued by federal agencies include several 
significant changes:
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Why is all of this 
important to 

America?
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“You don’t need a 
weatherman to 
know which way 
the winds blows.”
 - Bob Dylan
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• As goes our Nation's access to affordable energy so goes 
our economic performance.

• Not just a problem for energy producing states, but a 
bigger problem for energy consuming states. 

• Negative impacts on housing, travel, tourism, 
restaurants, auto sales and other discretionary spending. 

   AMERICAN ENERGY ECONOMICS (from 1973 to 2019) 
         Unbalanced Approach =  Economic Consequences

Our Nation experienced SIX (6) recessions; 
each preceded by a SPIKE in energy prices.

50
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ENERGY ENVIRONMENTECONOMY

We all know what happens when things 
get out of balance!

51
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We all know this; 
our challenge is to 
make sure others 
outside of the 
energy industry 
do. 

There are no wealthy low energy-
consuming nations on the planet!

Note to 
Policy 
Makers: 
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The Path Forward!

It’s what you do everyday in America!
Let’s do more of it!

53
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Our innovation, inspiration, perspiration, 
and dedication carries the day!

 - American Energy Worker 
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•Hard hats. Steel-toed boots. Offshore. Onshore. Plants. Pipelines.

•Workers are the most credible messengers 

•Workers are the link between:
•Energy security 
•Affordability 
•Safety + environmental performance 

•Workers as Industry Ambassadors

•Every worker needs talking points in their hands. 

•Our best ambassadors are already on payroll—they just need tools! 

56

We Must Rally Around the Worker…
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…And We 
Must Rally 
Around the 
Consumer

ADVOCATING FOR AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE, AND CLEANER ENERGY SOLUTIONS 
THAT EMPOWER COMMUNITIES AND DRIVE PROGRESS
At Consumer Energy Alliance (CEA), we advocate for affordable, reliable, and cleaner energy solutions that benefit families, 
businesses, and communities. Through strategic policy engagement, coalition building, and consumer outreach, we amplify 
member voices at the local, state, and national levels. Our efforts include educating the public, connecting members with 
policymakers, and advancing impactful campaigns like PEOPLE FOR ENERGY. By uniting diverse stakeholders, we ensure 
energy policies support economic growth, and consumer needs—shaping a better energy future for all.
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Let’s immunize the Industry 
From “Red or Blue” Swings – 
Domestic Energy Should Be As 
Important as Domestic 
Agriculture

59
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Not all barrels are 
created equal

Lower global carbon intensity 
of crude oil production

The world values what 
America produces!

61
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Carbon Intensity Comparison

62
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Land and 
Water 
Conservation

• Established by Congress in 1964
• Designed to fulfill a bipartisan 

commitment to safeguard natural areas, 
water resources and cultural heritage, 
and to provide recreation opportunities 
to all Americans

• Since 1965, LWCF has funded $5.2 
billion to support more than 45,000 
projects in EVERY county in the country

• Funded 100% by Offshore Energy 
Revenue 
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The National Parks and Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund: 

The Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA) takes $1.9 billion in royalties 
annually from energy development on non-park, non-wilderness public 
lands and waters puts it into national parks, wildlife refuges, and other 
public lands across the country for conservation and repairing visitor 
centers, trails, campgrounds, and other facilities. The program is funded 
almost exclusively from revenues generated by federal oil and natural gas 
production.

64
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Conservation Courtesy of the Oilfield: 
Lacassine National Wildlife Refuge  $559,100
Bayou Teche National Wildlife Refuge $2,234,000
Atchafalaya National Wildlife Refuge $11,065,618

Making even more conservation happen! 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF): LWCF funds come exclusively from offshore oil and natural gas 

production.  The LWCF provides funding for national parks, wetlands, forests, and wildlife refuges and 

matching grants for state and local parks.  For the first time the popular conservation program is now fully 

funded at $900 million annually.  

Sample projects in Louisiana funded by the LWCF
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Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA)
The Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) of 2006 created a revenue-sharing model for oil- and gas-
producing gulf states. Under GOMESA, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas receive a portion of the 
revenue generated from oil and gas production offshore in the Gulf of Mexico. GOMESA also directs a portion of 
revenue to the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP)
CIAP is sponsored by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and was funded with Royalty Money set aside from Offshore 
Oil and Gas Leases in Federal Waters during the years of 2007 – 2010.  The funds are intended for the 
conservation, protection, and preservation of Coastal Areas, including wetlands. 
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A Look Ahead
69

We CANNOT Afford A Hangover From 
The Policy Successes of 2025 –
Challenges Ahead!

•Data Matters!

•Canary in the Coal Mine
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Sometimes . . . even a blind squirrel stumbles 
upon an acorn! This moment happened 
8.5 years ago on September 20, 2017, 
in Lafayette, Louisiana!
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Join us Today! Sign the Petition!

usaenergyworkers.com

Take a 
picture now.
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Scott A. Angelle
Scott, the longest serving Director of U.S. Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental Enforcement, also held 
positions in Louisiana as Lieutenant 
Governor, Secretary of LA Department of Natural 
Resources and Chairman, Louisiana Public Service 
Commission. Angelle was recognized by the GAO, a 
nonpartisan, fact-based agency, for significant 
improvements in offshore safety and environmental 
compliance.

Scott is available to make presentations and speeches to share his 
unique perspective with your organization or interested group. 
Send your request to info@angellepartners.com.

Thank you!

7676

mailto:info@angellepartners.com
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March 20, 2026
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